	
	
	



      	  


BRAINS-2026 – Open Call for public-private partnerships


Pre-proposal application form
BRAINS Open call for public-private partnerships 2026

Instructions
· Call information is available at BRAINS-2026 PPS-call
· Submit via e-mail to pps_brains@hersenstichting.nl.  Use the subject line: BRAINS-2026 open call_lastname lead applicant
· Confirmation of receipt: You will receive a confirmation once we have received your application. If you have not heard from us within 72 hours, please contact us.
· Word limit: Note that there is a maximum number of words per question. Indicate the amount of words that you have used in your answer. Be as clear and concise as possible. 
· Deadline for pre-application is Friday 24 April 2026, CET 12:00

A pre-proposal is mandatory to be eligible to submit a full proposal. It enables the BRAINS
Programme Group to verify at an early stage whether the project idea and consortium meet all eligibility criteria and align with the programme’s objectives and themes. Please note that the pre-proposal assessment does not include a scientific review of the project.

	A. Project Administration



1A. Project title:
1B. Project acronym (if applicable): 

2. Contact details of main applicant (project coordinator)
If applicable, list all co-applicants from an organisation under the same consortium partner in the designated table.


	Consortium partner 1

	Name of the organisation
	

	Department
	

	Name of contact person, title(s)
	

	Male/female/other
	

	Position
	

	Address for correspondence
	

	Telephone
	

	E-mail:
	

	Type of organisation            
(for enterprise definition see Appendix D[footnoteRef:2]) [2:  All appendices are provided in call text, available for download on our website.] 

	[bookmark: Selectievakje1]|_| Research organisation
[bookmark: Selectievakje2]|_| For profit enterprise*
|_| Non-for-profit enterprise*
[bookmark: Selectievakje4]|_| Health fund
[bookmark: Selectievakje5]|_| Other, namely: 

	*Type of enterprise if applicable
(for SME definition see Appendix E)
	|_| Micro SME
|_| Small SME
|_| Medium SME
|_| Large enterprise

	Chamber of commerce number or equivalent
	

	URL of own web page
	



	Co-applicants from the same organisation as consortium partner 1

	Department
	Name of contact person, title(s)

	
	



3. List of consortium partners (co-applicants) 

	Consortium partner 2

	Name of the organisation
	

	Department
	

	Name of contact person, title(s)
	

	Address for correspondence
	

	E-mail:
	

	Type of organisation
(for enterprise definition see Appendix D)
	|_| Research organisation
|_| For profit enterprise*
|_| Non-for-profit enterprise*
|_| Health fund
|_| Other, namely:

	*Type of enterprise if applicable
(for SME definition see Appendix E)
	|_| Micro SME
|_| Small SME
|_| Medium SME
|_| Large enterprise

	Chamber of commerce number or equivalent
	

	URL of own web page
	



	Co-applicants from the same organisation as consortium partner 2

	Department
	Name of contact person, title(s)

	
	



	Consortium partner 3

	Name of the organisation
	

	Department
	

	Name of contact person, title(s)
	

	Address for correspondence
	

	E-mail:
	

	Type of organisation
(for enterprise definition see Appendix D)
	|_| Research organisation
|_| For profit enterprise*
|_| Non-for-profit enterprise*
|_| Health fund
|_| Other, namely:

	*Type of enterprise if applicable
(for SME definition see Appendix E)
	|_| Micro SME
|_| Small SME
|_| Medium SME
|_| Large enterprise

	Chamber of commerce number or equivalent
	

	URL of own web page
	



	Co-applicants from the same organisation as consortium partner 3

	Department
	Name of contact person, title(s)

	
	




	Experts with lived experience

	Name of contact person, title(s)
	

	E-mail:
	

	Name of the organisation (if applicable)
	





Repeat table if applicable


	B. Project Summary



	1. Project summary
This summary is mainly intended for external reviewers. Please make sure this summary contains all information necessary for a reviewer to decide whether they can review your proposal. The summary must at least include the following subjects:

Health care problem (diseases, size, etc.)
Which solution is proposed to solve the problem?
Aim/goal
Central hypothesis
Short description of workplan

	Max. 300 words
	Word count:

	[Argumentation]




	2. Project duration & budget
State the expected duration of the project (max of 48 months). Also provide an estimate of the expected total budget of the project, PPP allowance, in-kind and in-cash contributions.

	Duration of the project 
	Indicate in months

	Total budget
	€ ……

	Total requested PPP allowance
	€ ……

	Total in-kind contributions
	€ ……

	Total in cash contributions
	€ ……



	3. Research category (see Appendix A)
a. Please indicate the applicable type(s) of research (more than one option possible). Provide an explanation for the research type(s) chosen. Use the phrasing provided in the definition of the three types of research (see Appendix A).

	[Argumentation]




	4. BRAINS themes

	To which of the following 3 themes of the BRAINS research programme does this project contribute? (delete the themes that are not applicable)

	Blood-Brain-Barrier
Connected Neuro-Tech
Human Relevant Brain Models 



	5. Patient groups

	a. Which patient group(s) does this research project directly focus on? (Multiple answers possible).

	Dementia
	Yes/no

	Multiple Sclerosis
	Yes/no

	Epilepsy
	Yes/no

	Parkinson’s disease
	Yes/no

	Other, namely
	Yes/no

	Other, namely
	Yes/no

	Etc…
	Yes/no

	[Argumentation]




	b. Which patient group(s) will benefit from the results of this project, short term and long term? (Please describe the expected benefits for multiple brain disorders and at least for dementia, MS, and epilepsy). (Multiple answers possible)

	
	Short term benefit
	Long term benefit

	Dementia
	Yes/no
	Yes/no

	Multiple Sclerosis
	Yes/no
	Yes/no

	Epilepsy
	Yes/no
	Yes/no

	Parkinson’s disease
	Yes/no
	Yes/no

	Other, namely
	Yes/no
	Yes/no

	Other, namely
	Yes/no
	Yes/no

	Etc…
	Yes/no
	Yes/no

	[Argumentation]





	6. Other funding requested

	Has this proposal, or any part of it, been submitted to or funded by other grant programmes? Also, please indicate if you plan to submit this proposal elsewhere.

	No/Yes

	If yes, where?




	C. Project description



	1. Background
Describe the project background and topic. Include citations and list the relevant references under section D “References”.

	Max. 350 words
	Word count:

	[Argumentation]




	2. Objective and hypothesis
Describe the objective of the project. Clearly state the hypothesis that follows.

	Max. 200 words
	Word count:

	Objective of the project: 

Hypothesis of the project: 




	3. Overall scheme of the work packages

	Max. 300 words
	Word count:

	Describe the overall scheme of the work packages in terms of goals and hypotheses. Show the coherence between the various work packages. Describe which consortium partners are involved in the different work packages. 

	[Argumentation]





	4. Expertise consortium partners
Describe per consortium partner the specific expertise they contribute to the project and why these partners are well-suited to execute this project. Describe the multidisciplinary aspects and the added value of public-private collaboration within this consortium. 

	Max. 150 words per consortium partner
	Word count:

	[Argumentation]


	D. Impact



	1. Societal context
Describe the societal context for the innovation and collaboration. Please include:
(i) A brief description of the societal or health challenge that is being tackled by this innovation.
(ii) The intended end user of the innovation. Here, the end user is defined as the person(s) or organization(s) that will be working with the innovation or whose work will be affected as a result of the implementation of the innovation. 
(iii) The target audience of the innovation. Here, the target audience is defined as the person(s) or organization(s) that will indirectly benefit from the successful implementation of the innovation. 
It is possible that the target audience and end user are the same group. If this is the case, please indicate this in your answer.  

	Max. 600 words
	Word count:

	[Argumentation]






	2. Participation of the end-user in development process
Explain and show in the patient participation matrix how the end-user and target audience have been involved in the research and development process up to now and  how they will participate in the future. Please refer to participation or usability studies or include testimonials that prove active involvement of participants.
For additional support, please contact the BRAINS Programme Group.

	Max. 250 words
	Word count:

	[Argumentation]




Participation matrix

	
	ROLE IN PROJECT

	
	Listener informed
	Contributor provides input
	Advisor
provides advice
	Partner collaborates
	Lead initiates and directs

	Phase of project
	Preparation
	[
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	[
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	[
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Execution
	[
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	[
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	[
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Implementation
	[
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	[
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	[
	
	
	
	
	


www.participatiematrix.nl  


	3. Scientific and economic impact 

	Briefly describe the impact of the project, covering the expected scientific, societal, and economic impact. In your answer, also outline the consortium’s capabilities to realise this impact. (e.g. embedding in scientific networks, involvement of end users  and/or policy makers, and access to BD, TTO expertise),

	Max. 500 words
	Word count:

	Scientific impact:

Economic impact: 




	4. Technology Readiness Levels (TRL) of the project (see Appendix B)
a. Indicate the current (1) and expected (2) Technology Readiness Level (TRL; see Appendix B) of the innovation related to this project.

Please note that proposals submitted under this call must primarily consist of applied research, including industrial research and/or experimental development. A limited proportion of fundamental research is permitted, provided that it does not exceed 20% of the total eligible project costs. The call focuses on projects operating within TRL 3–5 (industrial research) and TRL 5–7 (experimental development).

	Current TRL: 
|_|TRL 2	|_|TRL 3	|_|TRL 4	
|_|TRL 5	|_|TRL 6	|_|TRL 7	

Expected TRL:
|_|TRL 2	|_|TRL 3	|_|TRL 4	
|_|TRL 5	|_|TRL 6	|_|TRL 7	

	b. Provide a description of the TRL level at the start of the project and the expected TRL level at the end of the project. Include which studies were conducted prior to the submitted project that have led to the current TRL.

	Max. 300 words
	Word count:

	[Argumentation]






	E. References 



	References
Please provide a list of all references used in the application in the box below

	1.
2.
3.
…







	Statement by project coordinator



When submitting your pre-application, please do not forget to upload the required letter(s) of commitment. 

Please tick the boxes where applicable: 

☐	By submitting this form, I declare that I have completed this form truthfully and I declare that I have informed the correct official(s) of my employing organisation of this submission.


Name:

Place:

Date: 

Signature:


Please note: Information provided in relation to this application will be treated confidentially by BRAINS and Health~Holland. Health~Holland has to inform the Netherlands Enterprise Agency (RVO.nl) on the participants of the project and the in cash and in kind contribution of the consortium partners, in order to claim the requested PPP Subsidy. RVO will also treat this information confidentially. Upon granting, the project coordinator will receive a request to provide a project profile, including a summary of the project and other basic project details that will be published on the Health~Holland website and for other communication purposes. Other content of the project will not be communicated beyond Health~Holland.

Main applicants must submit this BRAINS PPP Subsidy pre-application form by email to pps_brains@hersenstichting.nl. For any questions regarding submission, please send an e-mail to pps_brains@hersenstichting.nl.
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